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TEXT OF THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

Application No.: 03153840.1 

After examination, the examiner's opinions are as follows: 

1. Claim 1 does not possess Novelty as stipulated by Article 22.2 of the Chinese 
Patent Law. 

Claim 1 claims a punching apparatus, and reference 1 (CN 1157204A, referred to as 
ref.l hereinafter) has disclosed a plate working apparatus. More particularly, ref.l 
has disclosed the following technical features (see from the third line from the bottom 
on page 2 to the last line on page 5 in the description, as well as figures 1-6): the 
working apparatus (see numeral reference 10 in the figures) includes a lower die base 
(see numeral reference 12), an upper die base (see numeral reference 14), a die (see 
numeral reference 20) for supporting the plate (see numeral reference 16), wherein the 
upper die base supporting a plurality of punches (see numeral reference 22) via 
punches holder (see numeral reference 52), and the upper die base may move upward 
and downward in the vertical direction. Further, a punching stripper (see numeral 
reference 54) is also installed on the bottom surface of the upper die base and moves 
in the vertical direction relative to the punches, and the punching stripper has a row of 
punching guide holes (see numeral reference 58) that receive and guide those punches 
respectively. 

As seen from above, compared with the content disclosed by ref.l, the technical 
solution claimed by claim 1 is only slightly different from it in literal expressions. 
Their technical solutions are the same in substance, and these technical solutions 
belong to the same technical field and can produce the same technical effect. 
Therefore, the technical solution claimed by claim 1 does not possess Novelty as 
stipulated by Article 22.2 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

2. Dependent claims 2, 3, 5-7, and 19-21 do not possess Novelty as stipulated by 
Article 22.2 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

Dependent claims 2, 3, 5-7, and 19-21 further define claim 1. Ref.l has disclosed 
that the punches are aligned along the upper die base and the upper die base guides 
the punches with the guide holes on the punching stripper, so it performs guiding and 
dividing of the punches by the way of guide holes. That is to say, the additional 
technical features of dependent claims 2, 3, 5-7, and 19-21 are all disclosed by ref.l 
(mainly see lines 2-16 on page 4 of the description as well as figures 4-6). Although 
ref.l does not disclose that its upper die base is driven, it is obvious for a person 
skilled in the art that a hydraulic or electrical driving apparatus is necessarily provided 
in order to move the upper die base upward and downward, namely that the technical 
solution of ref. 1 is certainly provided with a driving component. Therefore, given 
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that claim 1, which is referred to by those claims, does not possess Novelty, 
dependent claims 2, 3, 5-7, and 19-21 also fail to possess Novelty as stipulated by 
Article 22.2 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

3. Dependent claims 4, 8, 9, 11-14 and 16 do not possess Inventiveness as stipulated 
by Article 22.3 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

Dependent claims 4, 8, 9, 11-14 and 16 further define the claims, which are referred to 
by these claims, respectively, but their additional technical features are well-known 
knowledge for a person skilled in the art for the following reasons. For a person 
skilled in the art, it is commonly used technical means to choose the shape of punches 
according to the shape of desired holes, and to grind the machined guide face in order 
to assure the accuracy of guiding. And it is also commonly used technical means to 
preprocess the plate member in order to assure the processing effect. Further, the 
distance between the respective punches are determined by the distance between the 
respective holes to be punched. Thus the above-mentioned additional technical 
features are all well-known knowledge in the relevant art. Therefore, given that the 
claims, which are referred to by the above-mentioned claims, do not possess Novelty, 
dependent claims 4, 8, 9, 11- 14 and 16 also fail to possess Inventiveness as stipulated 
by Article 22.3 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

4. Dependent claim 10 further defines claim 1, but its additional technical features are 
commonly used technical means for a person skilled in the art, because it is very 
common to punch through or blind holes by adjusting the moving distance of the 
punches. Therefore, on the basis of ref.l, a person skilled in the art can achieve the 
technical solution claimed by claim 10 without the need of inventive work. 
Therefore, claim 10 does not possess Inventiveness as stipulated by Article 22.3 of the 
Chinese Patent Law. 

5. The additional technical feature of dependent claim 15 is "the portion is a bottom 
face of a recess". Since the "recess" does not appear in the claims referred to by 
claim 15, namely the technical feature defined by claim 15 lacks of the basis for 
reference, the protection scope of claim 15 is not clear, a matter which does not 
comply with the relevant stipulations of Rule 20. 1 of the Implementing Regulations of 
the Chinese Patent Law. 

6. Owing to the reason as explained in item 5, the technical solutions claimed by 
claims 17, 18 and 23 also have the problem that the protection scopes are not clear. 
Therefore, claims 17, 18 and 23 do not comply with the relevant stipulations of Rule 
20. 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

7. Dependent claim 22 further defines claim 21, but its additional technical features 
are well-known knowledge for a person skilled in the art. Because pressing the 
punches downward in advance or not pressing the punches is apparently in order to 
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shorten the stroke of the punches or increase the compressing area, which are all 
commonly used technical means in the relevant art. Therefore, given that claim 21, 
which is referred to by claim 22, does not possess Novelty, claim 22 fails to possess 
Inventiveness as stipulated by Article 22.3 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

For the forgoing reasons, the application CANNOT be granted a patent right. The 
applicant should respond one by one to the questions pointed out in the notification 
within the specified time limit, and amend the application documents when necessary; 
otherwise the application can hardly be granted a patent right. Please note that 
amendments to the application documents must conform to Article 33 of the Chinese 
Patent Law, that is to say, the amendments cannot go beyond the scope of the 
disclosure in the initial description and claims. If there are any amendments to the 
application documents, please make sure to specify the basis of the amendments and 
the reason why the amendments do not go beyond the scope of the initial application 
documents. If the applicant has any problems or questions, please contact the 
examiner at 010-82755427. 

Examiner: Chaowei ZHANG 
Code: 9642 
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THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 



1 . [El In accordance with the Request for substantive examination of the applicant, 

the examiner has made the examination on the above cited patent application based 
on the provision in paragraph 1, Article 35 of the PRC Patent Law. 
□ The Patent Office itself has decided to make a substantive examination for the 
above cited patent application based on the provision in paragraph 2, Article 35 
of the PRC Patent Law. 



The applicant requested to designate the filing date of 



August 23,2002 


in the Patent Office of 


JP 


as the priority date; 


August 12, 2003 


in the Patent Office of 


JP 


as the priority date; 



IS) with the submission of certified copy of Priority Documents. 

□ no certified copy of priority document has been received heretofore and, according to 
the provisions of Article 30 of the PRC Patent Law, it is deemed that no priority 
right has been requested. 



3. □ The applicant submitted the claims_after examination, the reason being that the above 
cited claims 

□ is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the PRC Patent Law; 

□ is not in conformity with the provisions of Rule 5 1 of the Implementing Regulations 
of the PRC Patent Law. 



4. □ Examination is made based on the original filing document. 
[El Examination is made based on the following documentations 

the original filing documents submitted on the filing date: Claims 1-26 . pagesi: 
5>7-29 of the description, Pages l-21 of the accompanying drawings, 

the documents submitted on : November 4. 2003 Claims , page(s) 6 of the 

description ,Page(s) Figure(s) of the accompanying drawings, 

the abstract of description submitted on the filing date; 
the drawing of abstract submitted on the filing date. 



5. □ The notification is made without conducting the search for the patentability. 
0 The notification is made under the search for the patentablity. 
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13 The following reference materials have been cited in this notification (their serial 
numbers will be referred to in the following procedure): 



Serial 
Number 


Number or Title of 
Reference Material 


Publication Date (or Filing Date of A 
Conflict Patent Application) 


1 


CN1157204A 


1997-8-20 















6. The conclusion of the examination: 

□ In regard to the description: 

□ The subject matter of the present application is not accepted based on the Article 5 of 
the PRC Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provision of paragraph 3, Article 26 of 
PRC Patent Law. 

□ The description does not conform to the provisions of rule 24 of the Implementing 
Regulations of the Patent Law. 

□ The presentation of the description is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 18 

of the Implementing Regulations of the PRC Patent Law. 

□ The presentation of the description is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 19 

of the Implementing Regulations of the PRC Patent Law. 

El In regard to the Claims: 

□ Claims can not be allowed beyond the scope of the protection based on the Article 25 

of the PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims do not belong to the definition of invention based on the provision of 

paragraph 1, Rule 2 of the Implementing Regulations of the PRC Patent Law. 

0 Claims 1-3,5-7 ,19-21 can not be allowed owing to lack of novelty based on the provision 

of paragraph 2, Article 22 of PRC Patent Law. 
[El Claim s4,8-14,16,22 can not be allowed owing to lack of inventiveness based on the 
provision of paragraph 3, Article 22 of PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims can not be allowed based on the provision of paragraph 4, Article 

26 of PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims _can not be allowed based on the provision of paragraph 1, 
Article 3 1 of PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims can not be allowed owing to lack of inventiveness based on the provision 

of paragraph 4, Article 22 of PRC Patent Law. 

0 Claims 15,17,18,23 can not be allowed based on the provision of Rules 20 of the 
Implementing Regulations of the PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims can not be allowed based on the provision of Article 9 of PRC Patent 

Law. 

□ Claims can not be allowed based on the provision of Rules 23 of the 

Implementing Regulations of the PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims can not be allowed owing to lack of novelty based on the provision of 

paragraph 1, Article 13 of PRC Patent Law. 

The analysis of above conclusion is given in the text of this office action. 

The explanation of the conclusion is given in the attachment sheet in details 

7. According to the above conclusion, it is considered that 

□ the applicant should amend the application documents based on the request in the 
Attachment Sheet. 
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13 the applicant should state the reason on which the application can be accepted and 
amend the part that is indicated not to be in conformity with the requirement, 
otherwise the application will be rejected. 

□ No subject matter in the application is accepted, said application will be rejected if 
the applicant does not make a statement or fail to make a statement. 

□ 

8. The applicant is drawn attention to that 

( 1 ) in accordance with the provisions of Article 37 of the Chinese Patent Law, the 
applicant shall submit the observations within four months from the date of 
receiving this notification. If the applicant, without any justified reason, fails to reply 
within the time limit, the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

( 2 ) the applicant shall make amendments to what is not in conformity with the 

provisions in the text of this notification. The amended text shall be furnished in 
duplicate. The formality of the document should be in conformity with the relative 
provisions of the Guidebook for Examination. 

( 3 ) the applicant and/or his attorney could not go to the PRC Patent Office to meet the 
examiner if no appointment is made. 

( 4 ) any response and/or amended specification must be mailed or sent by hand to 
the Receiving Department of the PRC Patent Office. Any documents that are 
not sent to the Receiving Department do not have legal force. 

9. The text of the notification embraces 2 pages, along with the enclosures herein: 
El 1 copy of the cited references are enclosed in pages of 14 . 

Department of Examination & Cooperation Examiner: Chaowei ZHANG(9642) 

Date of decision: 2005.11.7 
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